The mina (or, with greater propriety I may say, the will) certainly possesses no influence either in retarding or accelerating the action of the heart. The muscular fibres entering, into the composition of its structure, are conse-?[uently termed involuntary. To become acquainted, thereore, with the laws to which fibres of this denomination are obedient, is the first and indispensable measure for the completion of the task which I have undertaken.
Involuntary muscular fibres can never act but through the medium of a stimulus, and it is requisite that the operations of this stimulus upon the fibre shall be such as 
